past year, and out of sight the most important that has yet been made to the Anatomy of Pregnancy as distinct from the Anatomy of Labour.
It contains 30 plates, with sections of the pregnant uterus from the first week up to full time. The plates are beautifully executed, especially the black and white. In some of the coloured sections anatomical detail is rather sacrificed to artistic effect, so that they will not prove of so much value for the working up of fresh points, although they bring out admirably the special point which the writer has in view in reproducing them.
Many questions of interest are raised by the study of these sections. In this short paper we shall take up only c the origin of the placenta.'
The most valuable section in the Atlas is that of the uterus and ovum at the end of the first week of pregnancy. already find what has been described in the fully-formed placenta at the fourth month, and that it arises in a simple way. We see here little processes of decidual cells growing out into the cavity between the chorion and decidua, which foreshadow the decidual trabecule of the fully-formed placenta.
Further, we find in the space in which the villi lie, maternal blood, and the maternal vessels already opening into this space. His account of the commencement of the circulation which I quoted in full, is lucid, but not convincing. It is hard to see how a circulation can be established in this way. The difficulty is not as to the blood finding its way out of the vessels into a space, but how it finds its way from the spaces back into the vessels again.
The process described is analogous to that of blood extravasation, and the appearance of the blood as described in the first specimen is suggestive of this.
The channel must be built before the water finds its way along it, or the result is a marsh, not a stream. It seems to me that in the process of gradual dilatation of the capillaries without rupture, we must look for the commencement of maternal circulation in the placenta. It is quite possible that after the sinus has been formed, the villus may come to lie in it with only a single layer of epithelium. But the sinus must be formed first.
Is it not possible that in the dilated sinuses which are present in the second preparation, and which Leopold thinks pathological, we have the structures which are to become the sinuses of the placenta, and that at this stage the embryo is nourished by an exudation of lymph into the spaces in which the villi are now lying ?
Besides these two sections of an early ovum, a series of beautiful sections are given of the placenta at the fifth and ninth months, as well as a drawing of the structure of the placenta made from an injected placenta by the removal of the smaller villi so as to make 
